FAMILY PREVENTION RESOURCE CENTER

CONCEPT PAPER
The philosophy and conceptual framework on which the program is based is the national “family support center” model advanced by Family Support America and married to conceptualization of “Evidence-Based Principles for Substance Abuse Prevention” as described by the Office of National Drug Control Policy in 2000.
Family Support America, as a national organization, dedicates its efforts to the field of family support practices in multiple domains or areas of service/activity. Like Family Support America, the Fulton County PRCs believes that to effectively support families, programs must recognize that families will be stronger when they are living in supportive communities. 

The idea of the family prevention resource centers was designed by Delores Napper and Doris Thomas, MSW, then Prevention staff with Georgia’s Department of Human Resources’ Division of Mental Health, Rehabilitative Services and Addictive Services. The “Principles of Family Practice” framework in which we operate is clear about how to best help families to help themselves in changing conditions. These are as follows:

1. Staff and families work together in relationships based on equality and respect;

2. Staff enhance families capacity to support the growth and development of all family members-adult, youth and children;

3. Families are resources to their own members, to other families, to programs, and to communities;

4. Programs affirm and strengthen families’ cultural, racial and linguistic identities and enhance their ability to function in a multicultural society;

5. Programs are embedded in their communities and contribute to the community-building process;

6. Programs advocate for families for services and systems that are fair, responsive and accountable to the families served;

7. Practitioners work with families to mobilize formal and informal resources to support family development;

8. Programs are flexible and continually responsive to emerging family and community issues;

9. Principles of family support are modeled in all program activities, including planning, governance and administration.
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